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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Annual carillon concerts bring holiday cheer
An echoing chime of bells will float through Grand Valley's Allendale
and Grand Rapids campuses as Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, University
Carillonneur, performs traditional holiday songs to ring in the season.
The first concert will begin at noon on Tuesday, December 21, at the
Cook Carillon on the Allendale campus. Listeners will be provided
refreshments and will have the opportunity to climb the 61 steps of the
tower for a look at how the bells are rung.
She will also perform her annual 45-minute Christmas Eve concert,
which will begin at 9:30 p.m. at the Beckering Family Carillon on the
Pew Grand Rapids campus. This year's lineup will have a new piece
titled "Prelude and Pastorale" written by John Courter, a professor of
music at Berea College in Kentucky.
The Christmas Eve tradition was started in 2000, so those going to or
coming from church could enjoy the sound of the tower's 48 bells.
Visitors are welcome to listen from their cars, the base of the tower, or
while walking the campus.
"We have watched the public's awareness of the concert grow steadily
each year," said Vanden Wyngaard. "It's a very rewarding experience. I
don ' t get to see a lot of people, because they're in their cars and out of
the cold, but I get a lot of comments afterwards."

Across Campus
Cherry Report links
higher ed, state economy
Gov. Jennifer Granholm accepted the Cherry
Commission report last week and said she got
an education about how tightly the economy and
higher education are linked. "After studying the
10 most robust economies in the country, I see a
correlation between the number of college
degrees, unemployment rates and personal
income," said Gov. Granholm at a Lansing news
conference.
The report of Lt. Governor John Cherry's
Commission on Higher Education and
Economic Growth was issued on Wednesday.
President Mark Murray is a member of the
commission that was charged by Granholm
with developing ideas on ways to double the
number of college graduates in the state.
Murray joined Granholm and Cherry at the
announcement of the report. "The Cherry
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···-------------------------Commission report makes clear that this state
is at a critical period in its history," explained
Murray. " It is of the utmost urgency that we
expand the number of individuals who
complete some form of post-secondary
education."
The report contains 19 recommendations,
including guaranteed financial help to make
post-secondary education a possibility for all
students. It also calls for more challenging
high school course requirements and making it
easier for students to transfer from one college
to another. The Associated Press reports that
the governor said, "These recommendations no
doubt will appear in one form or another in
policy. Stay turned for specifics."
Murray said the responsibility does not fall
strictly on the state and its 15 public universities. "Every person in the state has a role in
this," Murray said. "We in education must
continue to find ways to expand access and

improve student success. The public must raise
overall expectations for young people and
working adults. Higher education helps students grow, become full citizens, and be better
positioned for work. The report focuses on the
latter point and lays a good path for the coming 10 years."

Network for women in
higher education receives
national award
The Michigan ACE Network for Women
Leaders in Higher Education has won the
National ACE Network Award for the
Advancement of Women in Higher Education.
The statewide organization, established in
1978, supports women as they prepare to
assume presidencies, vice presidencies and
deanships in two- and four-year postsecondary
continued on page 2
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
Sports

General Events
Tues., Dec. 21

Fri., Dec. 24

Tues., Dec. 21

12 noon: Holiday music performed by Julianne
Vanden Wyngaard on the Cook Carillon.

9:30 p.m.: Holiday music performed by
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard on the Beckering
Family Carillon.

7 p.m.: Mens Basketball hosts Quincy.

···---------------------------

Across Campus

The Michigan network serves more than 250 women leaders in 50
institutions across Michigan. Seeger said the image of women in higher
education leadership roles has been strengthened through the organization
by building stronger, better trained and well-prepared female leaders.

continued from page 1

institutions. The Michigan network was one of the original seven states to
become a member of the National ACE program.
"Grand Valley has been very active in the ACE Women's network since its
inception," said Mary Seeger, dean of Advising Resources and Special
Programs, "and I have always been proud of our (and my) affiliation with
the group."

Faculty and Staff Sketches

The next issue of Forum will be January 10, 2005.

···------------------------hard work and dedication put into building a small business and the 10
year celebration of SBTDC on Grand Valley's Grand Rapids campus.

In the News
Janet Vail, associate professor of the Annis Water Resources Institute,
was interviewed by the Associated Press on air pollution.
Kathryn Remlinger, associate professor of English, was interviewed by
the Detroit News on language change in the Upper Peninsula.
Kevin R. den Dulk, assistant professor of political science, was featured
on PBS 's "Newsmakers" show. He discussed religion and the 2004
presidential election.
Nancy Boese, Michigan Small Business & Technology Development
Center Region 7 director, was interviewed by MiBizWest on the 10 year
celebration of SBTDC on Grand Valley's Grand Rapids campus. She was
also interviewed by Business Direct Weekly about displaced workers
starting their own small business.
Carol Lopucki, state director of the Michigan Small Business &
Technology Development Center, was interviewed by MiBizWest on the

Mark Schaub, executive director of the Padnos International Center, was
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Business Journal on the importance of
foreign student attendance at GVSU and throughout the nation.
Jeff Meyer, executive director of the Van Andel Global Trade Center, was
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Business Journal on the decline of
foreign students throughout the nation.
Phyllis Gendler, dean of the Kirkhof School of Nursing, was interviewed by
the Grand Rapids Business Journal on the increase in nursing applicants.
Gayle Davis, provost and vice president for Academic Affairs, was
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press on the expansion of health
programs at Grand Valley.
Richard Rediske, senior program manager of the Annis Water Resources
Institute, was interviewed by the Muskegon Chronicle about the risks
associated with creek pollution.
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The Big Day

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every Monday
when classes are in session and biweekly
during the summer. The submission deadline is
Tuesday noon . Send publication items to
Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-33 1-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
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lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

Vern Ohlman (left), chairman of the board of Design Plus and architect of many of Grand Valley's most
prominent buildings gave the commencement address on December 11. A total of 1,741 students were
eligible to graduate in December, and approximately 680 of them participated in commencement.
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